The mass of available documents forced a focusing on the higher administrative levels and fairly well precluded more than an occasional glance at the real heroes of this story-the ranger and his staff" (p xxxiii).
Today as I re-read the book I find that, although the new preface brings the book up-to-date, I still agree with my original assessment of it. It is an excellent, thoroughly researched and scholarly book. It provides a detailed narrative of the Forest Service history. It is organized chronologically, which provides the reader with an understanding of the problems, controversies, politics, failures, and successes as they occurred. Steen had access to original documents letters, diaries, files, and memoranda on which he based most of the book with only limited use of secondary sources. In the new preface he also made use of interviews with many of the Forest Service Chiefs and relied heavily on secondary sources.
The new preface is a short, precise and well-written addition to the original book. Its purpose was to update the material, and Steen has done that capably. He comments, "Most of the Forest Service's activities [since the original book was published] have not been controversial. … However, the controversies that captured attention and created perceptions inside and outside of the agency have shaped the profile of the Forest Service since this book was first published, and so are the focus for this preface" (p. x). These controversies include environmental laws, wilderness acts, clear-cutting of forests, even the level of management discretion Congress should leave to U.S.F.S. management. Steen concludes with a discussion of ecosystem management and how the official policy moved from protection only to 
